Writing Topic Sentences

Return to Unit C
Directions:  Print this page.  Study the following paragraphs carefully.  Write a topic sentence for each paragraph on the lines provided.  Be sure the topic sentence contains a controlling idea and is a complete sentence.  Discuss your topic sentences with a tutor in the Writing Center.

1.  













Biologists have found the West Nile virus in about 80 species, including the threatened white-crowned pigeon, and they’re considering trying to vaccinate endangered birds that might not survive a West Nile onslaught.  Common birds like crows and blue jays have also suffered.  While a massive die-off of crows first alerted officials that a new virus had emerged in 1999, no one knows what ultimate impact West Nile will have on other species of birds across the nation.

Paragraph Adapted From: Nell Boyce, “Travelers of a Virus.”  U.S. News and World Report (December 24, 2001): p. 51.

2.  













For example a student studying Spanish as his/her major can take a semester and study at a university in Spain or one in Argentina.  The student enrolls in units at the college and pays regular in-state tuition for the program just as he/she would as if one were attending XYZ University.  Another great program that helps students apply what they learn to “real-world” contexts is our internship program in Washington D.C. for political science majors.  Students can work in their field of interest, take classes, and gain valuable on-the-job experience in the nation’s capital at no extra-charge beyond their regular college tuition fees.

3.  













A study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association last week says that the four to twelve year-old crowd plumped up “significantly” from 1986 to 1998.  The proportion of overweight black and Hispanic children more than doubled to nearly twenty-two percent.  Twelve percent of white kids are overweight, a fifty percent increase.  Some major culprits of this trend are fast food and more time at computers than on the playground.

Paragraph Adapted From: Lisa Stein, “Baby Fat.”  U.S. News and World Report (December 24, 2001): p. 10.
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