Name:  ____________________

Paragraph Structure Practice Exercises
Return to Unit C
Exercise One: Topic and Controlling Idea

Directions:  Print these pages with exercises on paragraphs.  Look at the topic sentences below.  Circle the topic and underline the controlling idea.  Discuss your results with a tutor



Example:  Successful language learners often have more patience with ambiguity.

1. One of the reasons why I want to become a firefighter is because I’m interested in the science and techniques of putting out fires.

2. An area of the English language that is especially difficult for foreign language students is pronunciation.

3. The greatest reward in working as a teacher is watching students become more empowered as a result of what they learn.

4. Another way to save energy is to install solar panels on top of one’s house.

5. A good course in English writing should include a unit on how to edit.

Exercise Two: Looking at Topic Sentences
Directions:  Put a check next to each topic sentence that is focused enough to write a good paragraph.  If a topic sentence is too general or too specific, write a new topic sentence underneath with a clear controlling idea.  Be prepared to explain to a tutor why some topic sentences were good and others were not.


Example:   
Original:   
This paper will be about the death of a family member.

Rewrite:
The death of my grandmother was a great loss to the entire family especially when it came to celebrating Christmas.

1.  _____
Working in an environment where there are only English speakers is a good

strategy to improve one’s oral skills.

Rewrite?  













2.  _____
You can learn many things in an English class.
Rewrite?  













3.   _____
Watching television can be a bad habit because it could prevent you from spending time with your children, exercising, and building strong relationships with those around you. 

Rewrite?  













4.  _____
One of the ways in which computers have been very useful is in the area of

commerce. 
Rewrite?  













5.  _____ 
Modesto is a nice place to live.
Rewrite?  













Revision Checklist:  Write three body paragraphs for your essay.  Look at the paragraphs you have write for this assignment.  Visit the Writing Center and read your paragraphs aloud to the tutor.  Discuss these questions with a tutor.

1. Does the paragraph look like a paragraph?  Is it indented?

2. Is there a clear topic sentence with a controlling idea?

3. Do the supporting sentences develop and support the main idea of the paragraph?  Do you need more details?

4. Are there any sentences in the paragraph that don’t belong?

5. Is there a concluding sentence that signals the end of the paragraph?

