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English 25 Essay Topics
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Directions:  Look at the essay assignments below.  Choose one assignment that interests you and write an essay on it.  Put a check mark (() next to the one you have chosen.  Talk about your essay topic with a tutor in the Writing Center.

· An occupation that interests you:  When interviewing for a job in the United States, an employer will often ask you why you are interested in a particular occupation or why you are applying for a certain position.  Some job applications may even ask you to write a short essay on the reasons why you want a certain occupation.  

Think of an occupation you want to have (e.g. teacher, factory supervisor, firefighter, etc).  What are some of the reasons this occupation interests you?  Write an essay of at least five paragraphs explaining the reasons (no more than three reasons) why you are interested in this occupation.  

· Surprises in American education:  Think about the first time you took an ESL class or any class in the United States.  Do you remember your first day in class?  Did anything surprise about the students in the class, the way the teacher taught the class, or the kinds of assignments you received?  How was your first class in the United States different from classes you took in your own country?

Write an essay about what surprised you about education in the United States.  Try to think of two or three differences or surprises that you found interesting or important.  Be sure to include why these surprises were interesting or important to you in your essay.

· Giving advice to a friend:  Imagine that a friend is coming to visit your country.  This friend has never visited your country before.  What are some things your friend should know before he/she visits?  What kinds of clothes should he/she wear?  What are some important customs he/she should know about?  

Write an essay about the three most important things your friend should know about your country or culture before they travel.  Be sure to explain in your body paragraphs why these things are important to know.

· An important cultural event:  What holidays do you celebrate in your country?  Do you have special celebrations when someone gets married or graduates from school? Think of an important holiday or celebration your culture. What do people do during this special time?  Why is this celebration or holiday important to you?    

In an essay, discuss an important holiday or celebration in your culture.  Describe what it is and give at least two reasons why it is important in your culture or your family.

Return to Unit A






